
Data Visualization and Infographics 



Infographic is a portmanteau of information graphics. 
They are a popular way of conveying information on the 
screen today, but they have existed for as long as there has 
been a need to visualize data. 

Florence Nightingale’s “rose diagrams” showed deaths from disease (blue), 
war wounds (red) and other causes (black), 1856. Source: Clive Thompson 
“The Surprising History of the Infographic” Smithsonian Magazine, 2016. 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/surprising-history-infographic-180959563/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/surprising-history-infographic-180959563/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/surprising-history-infographic-180959563/


Data ≠ information 

Words can be arranged into 
sentences, sentences into 
paragraphs, paragraphs into 
genres, genres into ecosystems, 
ecosystems into ecologies. 

Data requires an interpretive 
framework for it to make sense. 
Otherwise, it is just a pile of words, 
phenomena, numbers, twigs, 
currents, ants, ice cores, whatever. 

For Example… 

Words can be sorted and categorized 
Sentences can be sorted and categorized 
Paragraphs can be sorted and categorized 
Genres can be sorted and categorized 
Ecosystems can be sorted and categorized 

But… 





Infographics visualize information. In professional 
situations, they can take about a month to design. 

They can be used to show 
categorizations, as in the Plot Lines and 
Conversations in Social Media 
infographics  

They can be used to show comparisons 
with disparate data, as in the Social 
Media Participation infographic. 

They can be used to compare the same 
information across multiple data points 
as in the Daily Routines infographic. 

http://www.scribblelive.com/blog/2013/06/24/how-long-does-it-take-to-make-an-infographic/










Infographics can combine many different types of data 
visualizations to convey a message 

tagclouds 

Timelines Charts 

Tables 





Tools for designing an Infographic 
 

 PowerPoint [ templates from Hubspot ] 
 Canva [ video tutorial ] 
 Piktochart [ video tutorial ] 
 Venngage [ video tutorial ] 

Also consider adding a tag cloud to your infographic 
 

Wordle (cannot use Chrome) 
WordClouds 
Tricklar 
TagCrowd 
 

http://richardcolby.net/writ3500/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Create_Infographics_in_PowerPoint.zip
http://richardcolby.net/writ3500/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Create_Infographics_in_PowerPoint.zip
https://www.canva.com/create/infographics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1v3ILOnfGs
https://piktochart.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq-85gzw3GI
https://venngage.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJxkLpN4I1I
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjLhNOVhMXMAhUBzWMKHf-kDDUQFggkMAE&url=http://wordle.net/&usg=AFQjCNEbnnAy-r4e80sgGBDvVAlo3flWsw&sig2=FsEc2G-4GeRHJmTegTvlOQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjLhNOVhMXMAhUBzWMKHf-kDDUQFggkMAE&url=http://wordle.net/&usg=AFQjCNEbnnAy-r4e80sgGBDvVAlo3flWsw&sig2=FsEc2G-4GeRHJmTegTvlOQ
http://www.wordclouds.com/
http://tricklar.com/australia/cloudgenerator
http://tagcrowd.com/

